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Langholm Moor in the spotlight
TV series on 
social class 
features 
community
land buyout 

SHARON LIPTROTT

The Muckle Toon is to feature in 
a major new TV series  thanks to 
its community-buyout of part of 
Langholm Moor.

Social activist Darren McGarvey’s new 
series, Class Wars, will see him “cross 
over the tracks” and back again to take a 
thought-provoking and entertaining look 
at social class in the 21st century.

Langholm’s moment to shine comes 
in the second hour-long episode which 
will be broadcast at 10pm next Tuesday 
on BBC Scotland.

Te Langholm Initiative set out last year 
to raise £6.4 million needed to buy 10,500 
acres of the moorland from Buccleuch 
Estates. 

Tey had hoped for £3 million from the 
Scottish Land Fund but were only granted 
£1 million and it came with the seemingly 
impossible provision that they had all the 
cash in place by October 31. 

However, talks with Buccleuch gave 
the opportunity to buy a smaller scheme 
of 5,200 acres of land and six properties 
costing £4.2 million and, in the run-up 
to the deadline, the landowner ofered 
a lifeline with a revised £3.8 million 
purchase price.

A variety of grants, donations, and 
an online appeal – which almost 4,000 
members of the public contributed 
to – came up with the cash needed for 

southern Scotland’s biggest 
c o m m u n i t y  l a n d 

buyout.

And the Trust said it hopes to �nalise 
the legal transfer this month so that it 
can crack on with creating an ambitious 
job and tourism-boosting eco-scheme 
which will be called, Tarras Valley Nature 
Reserve.

Te town and locals’ bid to buy land 
from one of Britain’s biggest landowners 
will be featured by Darren McGarvey 
who, during the series, confronts the 
existence and impact of social class – 
usually de�ned by wealth and occupation 
– in Scotland today, challenging his own 
perceptions along the way.

He said: “I have spent a lifetime railing 
against the middle classes…but I am at a 
crossroads. In this series I’m seeing how 
others live and I’m starting to question 
my own social class.

“Is class a thing in the 21st Century? 
Are we all 

born equal or are some born more equal 
than others?”

In Tuesday’s episode – called Home 
Sweet Home? – he examines “how our 
social class and where we live have far 
reaching consequences and impacts on 
our lives in ways that few realise.”

He said: “In this episode I want to 
investigate if our environment shapes 
our social class?”

He �rst visits Scotland’s oldest housing 
scheme, Logie Estate in Dundee; meeting 
a group of gambling addicts, within the 
grandeur of Edinburgh’s Lauriston Castle; 
coming face to face with two former 
offenders to find out if there is a link 
between knife crime and social class; and 

then, in Greenock, looks at call centres. 
Darren then sets his steely gaze on one 

of the most contested issues in the debate 
about social class and power 

–  rural land ownership. 
For the programme he saw the beautiful 

landscape of Langholm Moor for himself 
and talked to Kevin Cumming who led the 
buyout for Langholm Initiative but now 
works for the John Muir Trust. Darren 
also met other locals hoping to reverse 
years of decline in the town and chatted to 
Langholm school student, Cerys Gough, 
to find out what she thinks the plans 
might mean for her future.

Tis new series, made by Tern TV with 
award-winning filmmaker Stephen 
Bennett, follows the much acclaimed 
Darren McGarvey’s Scotland series which 
looked at poverty and gave a much-
needed perspective from people living 
the life at the sharp end. 

Pictures courtesy of : BBC 
Scotland/Tern 

TV.
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Future plans    
Langholm school 
pupil  Cerys Gough 
chats to TV 
interviewer, Darren 
McGarvey

Challenge   Darren McGarvey with Kevin 

Cumming, then Project Leader of Langholm 

Initiative, getting the background to southern 

Scotland’s biggest community land buyout

2

Coverage is reproduced under license from the NLA, CLA or other copyright owner. No further
copying (including the printing of digital cuttings) digital reproductions or forwarding is permitted
except under license from the NLA, http://www.nla.co.uk (for newspapers) CLA
http://www.cla.co.uk (for books and magazines) or other copyright body.

+44 (0) 20 7264 4700

services@kantarmedia.com

www.kantar.com/media



Client: BBC Scotland

Source: Dumfries & Galloway Standard

Date: 12/02/2021

Page: 22

Reach: 10152

Value: 7556.2500

   

Landscape    
The beautiful 
moorland

Presenter   Darren 
McGarvey  looks the 
part for his new series, 
Class Wars, on BBC 
Scotland
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Times are changing   
The Muckle Toon

 I’m seeing how 
others live and I’m 
starting to question 
my own social class
Darren McGarvey
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